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Holy Week and
Easter Ceremonies at
Mount St. Sepulcher
Are Identical With
Those Held in Jerusa¬
lem . Franciscan
Monks Duplicate the
Rites in the Holy Land.
The Services in Detail.
Gorgeous Decorations
and Impressive Serv¬
ices on Easter Day.
F'T: many centuries past it has

been the custom of Christians
of all denominations who could
accomplish the journey to

\isit the spots in the Holy land
made sacred by connection with our
J,ord. At the present time pilgrims to
the number of about 30,000 annuallyvisit Palestine. They go at all seasons,
but such as can choose their time for
this pilgrimage make it at Easter, that
they may participate in. or witness, the
wonderful series of services which
?ake place at the actual scenes of the
death and resurrection of Christ. No
one who has attended the services of
holy week and Easter at the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem has
*ver failed to be deeply impressed bythe services.
And yet, but comparatively few peo¬

ple know that the unique services pre¬
paratory to nnd culminating in Easter
which take place in Jerusalem are re¬produced as faithfully as circumstanceswill permit in one spot in our ownTand.at the Franciscan monastery onthe outskirts of Washington.The Franciscan order of friars hashad charge of the holy places of Pales¬tine since early in the thirteenth cen¬
tury. St. Francis of Assisi, the found¬
er of the order, was granted their cus¬tody by the Mohammedans. In Wash¬ington a body of devout monks hascreated an establishment, which is amemorial of all the holy shrines ofPalestine and reproduces the servicestaking place there.

?
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The Church of the Holy Sepulcher,
named after the famous basilica in
Jerusalem, and its attached monasteryof Franciscan friars are situated to the
northeast of Washington, three miles
from the T'nited States Treasury, re¬garded as the center of the city. Theholy brothers were wise in their se¬lection of their site, when some fifteen
years ago they chose the gloriouswooded eminence now known as MountSt. Sepulcher, overlooking miles uponm;les of verdant Maryland on one sidefind on the other the capital of theUnited States. It is a gracious spotand a fitting place for the reproductionof the most sacred places of earth.
In the great church, built upon By¬zantine lines, restrained by the rule ofsimplicity of the order, in the form of

the-jlcnastejcsrand church qfholv^epulchrz.
tlie five-fold cross, -which was the coat-
of-arms of the Latin kingdom of Je¬
rusalem, are assembled faithful repro¬ductions of the holy shrines of Pales¬tine. each separate and distinct, but
all combined in a beautiful and har¬
monious whole.
The chief feature of the church, as

of the whole establishment, is the holysepulcher, which is an exact reproduc¬
tion of the original tomb preserved in
Jerusalem as the holy of holies and
sheltered by the magnificent Church of
the Holy Sepulcher, the mecca of all
Christians. It was to preserve the
tomb of Christ that many of the cru¬
saders of old from various parts of the
world laid down their lives.
The holy sepulcher in the monasterychurch here, as in Jerusalem, consists

of two apartments. The outer apart¬
ment is called the chapel of the angel,because the angel was found seated
here on the morning of the first Easter.
And the inner chamber, which is the
tomb. The chapel of the angel is en¬
tered by a low arched doorway, sur¬
mounted by a large relief panel rep¬
resenting Christ rising from the tomb.
A casket of stone in the center of the
chamber contains a fragment of stone
from Jerusalem.
Through an archway so low that one

must stoop far to enter it is the sep¬
ulcher of Christ. It is a replica of the
bare, rock-hewn cell, tlie tomb of Jo¬
seph of Arimathea. in vlhlch Christ was
laid after His crucifixion. In the orig¬
inal sepulcher a slab of marble has
been laid over the tomb to cover it
from desecrating hands. Here that slab
is reproduced, and on It lies a figure
of the Christ, who, after the anointing
of His body, lay here in death from
Good Friday until Hi6 resurrection
Easter morn.
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Above the tomb !s a fac simile of the
silve. relief panel of Raphael's "Resur¬
rection," which Cardinal Antonelll
donated to the holy sepulcher. In Jeru¬
salem the soft lamps which dimly
light the sacred chamber are of gold,
silver and precious stones. Here the
reproductions are of simpler materials,
but produce the same effect upon the
hallowed spot.
It Is at the holy sepulcher that the

holy euchariat Is administered to the
throngs who come to this most sacred
shrine Easter Sunday morning.

Above the holy sepulcher and reached
by two flights of marble steps is the
altar of Thabor, representing the com¬
monly known Mount Tabor, where the
transfiguration of Christ took place in
the presence of Moses and Elias.
To the left of the holy sepulcher, and

the altar of Thabor is the Chapel of St.
Francis. The "Sweet Saint of Assist" is
here represented in the figure above
the altar as receiving the embrace of
our Lord, according to the conception
of Murillo. A relief panel on either side
of the figure represents, on the right,
St. Frafncis blessing St. Louis, King of
France, and St. Elizabeth, Queen of
Hungary, and on the left his soma¬
tization.
The three other chapels composing

the corners of the great cross-shaped
church are the Chapel of the Virgin,
the Chapel of St. Antony and the
f'hapel of St. Joseph. In the center of
the church is the large canopied main
altar used for the ordinary public serv¬
ices of the church.

*
* *

The altar of Calvary, set high above
the main entrance to the church, is a
replica of the Greek altar at Jeru¬
salem, which covers the "place of the
skull," where the Savior of the world
gave up His life for mankind. Behind
the altar is an impressive group of the
crucifixion, consisting of the figure of
the Crucified, with the Virgin Mary
and St. John on either side. Beyond
these figures are, on either side, two
monuments, one of Mary Magdalene;
the other known as the "Pieta" and
representing the lifeless body of
Christ in the arms of His mother after
the descent from the cross.
The distance from this representa¬

tion of Mount Calvary to the holysepulcher, across the length of the
great church, is about the same as are
the originals from each other in Jeru¬salem, and the height is the same asMount Calvary.
Beneath the Church of the Holy Sep¬ulcher Is a series of undergroundchambers which are true copies of sev¬eral of the sacred spots in Palestine.The Grotto of the Nativity, as it exists

today in Bethlehem, is faithfully rep¬resented in the crypt. In a semi-circu¬lar niche between the two stairways,in the Church of the Nativity at Beth¬
lehem, known as the Latin and Greek
stairways, one sees the birthplace of
the Savior, indicated by a silver star
under the altar. To the right, in a lit-

tic recess in the grotto. -where of old
the shepherds were wont to feed their
animals, is the manger, lined with
straw, and in it lies the image of the
Divine Infant.
At the other side of the crypt is the

Grotto of Nazareth: it is a copy of the
home where Jesus was subject to His
parents and learned His trade of a car¬
penter. According to tradition, the
house in which the Holy Family lived
consisted of one room. It was built
against a natural cave, which thus
formed an apartment for domestic pur¬
poses.
The Grotto of Nazareth is connected

with the Grotto of Betfclehem by a
semi-circular passage, built in sem¬
blance of a section of the catacombs at
Home. In the center of this dimly
lighted, subterranean gallery Is the
martyr's crypt, which contains the ac¬
tual relics of St. Benignus, brought
from the Roman catacombs to find a
final resting place beneath the main
altar of the Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher at Washington. This tiny, cir¬
cular chapel, known as the martyr's
crypt, is decorated with replicas of
several of the paintings and frescoes
in the catacombs at Rome.
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The Chapel of Purgatory, in this re¬

gion, is a somber funeral chapel, whose
black draperies, funeral candelabra, the
skulls on the capitals of the pilasters
and the wierdly lighted panels, all
bring to remembrance the words of
Solomon, "Vanity of vanities and all is
vanity." At the altar here is offered
the mass for those who die in the ad¬
joining monastery.
The Easter services at Mount St. Sep¬

ulcher actually commence a week be¬
fore, for the rites of holy week are
but a preparation for the glorious cele¬
bration of Easter. They are carried
out with full detail and liturgical splen¬
dor and after the manner of those at
Jerusalem, the seat o the actual shrines
of Christ, where the Franciscan friars
have been the custodians since 1223,
when the fervor and piety of St. Fran¬
cis won this right for himself and his
followers.
The first service of holy week takes

place Palm Sunday with the 9 o'clock

mass, when the celebrant blesses and
distributes the palms at the central
altar. After this the traditional pro¬
cession takes place, in i epresentation
of our Lord's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, when the multitudes waved
palm branches before him and shouted
"Hosannah to the Highest!" This
service is similar to that now celebrat¬
ed in Jerusalem at the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher.
In former days it was customary for

the custodian-in-chief of the holy
shrines, named the custos, to so in
procession from the Mount of Olives
across the,brook Kedron and throughthe golden gate to the Temple place in
Jerusalem. Just inside the city wall
he was met by the rest of the clergyand the people and conducted to the
Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher, where
he celebrated pontifical mass. There
is still the open-air processional Palm
Sunday at Jerusalem, but it is not car¬
ried out as it was of old.
After the procession round the mon¬

astery church at Washington, high
mass is celebrated and the passion
sung, according to the Gospel of St.
Matthew. The singing of the passion
service is peculiar to holy week. Three
deacons sing it on four different days.Palm Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Good Friday according to the four
evangelists. The three parts are sungindividually by the deacons, who take
the words, respectively, of the evan¬
gelist, of our Lord and of the people.

*
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Late on Wednesday afternoon the mat¬
ins of Holy Thursday, commonly called
Tenebrae, are sung in the church, which
is but dimly lighted. Beside the altar
lights is a triangular candelabra contain¬
ing fifteen candles, typifying Christ and
His followers, -^t different parts of the
service the lights on this are extinguish¬
ed one by one, and the altar lights are
gradually put out. This represents the
desertion, one by one, of the disciples.
Finally, the topmost candle in the tri¬

angle is taken away, emblematic of the
period when the Lord was lost to sight
for a time. The church, now reduced to
semi-darkness, suggests the gloom of a
Christless world. The Christ candle is
presently restored, typifying the resur¬
rection, and the service is completed.
Holy Thursday, or Maundy Thursday,

Chapel Gf^tTjrancis .Church.OfHoly Sepulchre, BrooklandD.C
l

"In.The. CloisterAt TMe-HoNASTEKi"
is a flay of festival because it is the anni¬
versary of tlie institution of the Ixjrd's
supper. For the first time in h<.!v weekwhile vestments are worn, and only onemass is celebrated. At this mass tlie en¬tire monastic community receives holycommunion, priests as well as brothersin one kind, as do the laity. At this masstwo particles <>f 1 tread are consecratedam! <»ne is reserved for the Good Fridayservice.
After the mass at the main altar the

sa« lament is carried at the beat! of asolemn and beautiful procession t<> theholy sepulcher. which, elaborately decor¬ated with plants and candles, becomes therepository <»n that day. This duplicates
another of the customs in Jerusalem. At
the conclusion of this ceremony two friars
kneel in adoration throughout the day and
night until the same hour next morning.This devotional watch is relieved hourlythroughout.
Immediately after this ceremony the al¬

tars of the i-hurch are stripped of orna¬
ments, cloths and linens and the sanc¬
tuary lamp, which has remained' lit
throughout the year, is extinguished.
Then follows the ceremony of the wash¬
ing of the feet, which is the "mandatum"
for the day, and gives the name of
"Maundy" Thursday. The celebrant of
this ceremony, accompanied by his minis¬
ters, goes to the place in the church as¬
signed. There he is awaited by thirteen
persons. Assisted by his ministers, lie
washes the right foot of each of his sub¬
jects, dries and kisses it. which completes
the rite, conducted in memory of Christ's
washing of his disciples* feet.

*
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flood Friday at the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher is observed with rites of unique
solemnity. At the morning service of
this day no one save the celebrant re¬

ceives the holy communion. No mass is
celebrated in any Catholic church on this
day. In black vestments, accompanied
by his ministers, the celebrant goes to the
altar, which is bare but for the candle¬
sticks and crucifix covered with a purple
cloth. The officiant and ministers pros¬
trate themselves before the altor during
the singing of part of the Scriptures.
Then while kneeling a plain white linen
cloth is spread upon the bare altar, which
is now in darkness^The passion according to St. John's
gospel is then sung by three deacons, as
on Palm Sunday, after which the cruci¬

fix on the main altar is unveiled and
brought down to the altar steps, where
clergy and people venerate it. 1 luring
this ceremony all the crucifixes in the
church have been unveiled.
After the veneration of the crucifix the

friars form in procession and proceed to
the holy sepulcher. when the sacra¬
ment is brought back in solemn state to
the central altar. The officiant then con¬
sumes the sacred species and the clergy
leave the altar In silence.
The Good Friday evening service at

the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is
unique in this country, and represents
the burial of our Tx»rd, following closely
that performed at Jerusalem. The church
is In comparative darkness and the scenes
in this dim light take on an added so¬

lemnity. Previous to this service the
figure of Christ has been taken from its
rear-long resting place in the holy sep¬
ulcher and is now redlining on a bier in
front of the representation of Mount Cal-
vary. The figure is incensed ; prayers
are said, and, following the customary
service in Jerusalem, the first of a series
of sermons in various languages is
preached from the spot.
Then the solemn procession is formed.

The dead Christ on the bier, partly cov¬
ered by a pall, is borne by the monks.
1'receding this, at the head of the cor¬
tege, are carried representations of the
crown of thorns, of the three nails which
pierced hands and feet, of the spear
which wounded the side and of the sponge
filled with vinegar which they gave Him
to drink.

?
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This awe-inspiring procession of
sixty monks in their coarse brown
habits with sandaled feet, carrying the
"dead body" of their Savior through
the church, preceded by the weird
tokens of His sufferings, is rendered
yet more effective by its fitful light¬
ing up by candles and torches, which
are borne by a body of young men

from the city, who consider it a spe¬
cial privilege to be permitted to take
this part in the ceremonial.
The procession moves slowly round

the church, stopping at intervals be¬
fore the various altars. The bier is
rested at each until a sermon in a dif¬
ferent language is preached. The fig¬
ure Is finally rested upon the stone of
unction, which is in front of the holy
sepulcher, and the last sermon is then

preached. After the '^rl^edl« again incensed. pra>« r*
f,,ranil the dead Christ ts l-'1;1 lo r

,,.h.,another year <n 'he h..l>
Tlie ,l..nr is closed 111 Ti.-mor* f
sealed toim> and the cleHO
pi* silentlv retire

Tli*- ston- of unction the latest
quisition of the « luirv ii .m l m"n* t'h-cthe pift of a woman. and u**d

.raervlce for the tirst time. It \\ ai« fna
in Jerusalem and is » facsimile
everv detail of the *tone of unction
the Chun h of the II"lv >epulch« r >'fJerusalem. TJke »t* prolog pe. it is o

the native red marbb of r.ilc>tin«
Jerusalem it cover* the rock «." " "«. ¦

tradition holds, r*hri-t wah laid before
hi* burial to be anointed with «pite»bv Nicodemu*.

^On Holy Saturdav, or T-aMer e^ e

quite :« number of old l,iturRio»i rite^are observed at the Chun h of the Holv
Sepulcher niief among them ib t|.blessing Of the pH^eiial candl- at the
o o'clo.-k mornine servi. e Before ma.

^on that dav the .-lergx to the P°pjl «

the front d«»or of the church, an 1
I. blessed From this fir.^th- candles for this serv.ee a.id the
sanctuary lamp. cminguisllie.'
Friday, is liu-hte.l f..r anot i' ^<r^T.^procession returns from th
fore the r-mral altar for the rite or
blessing the paschal candle.
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This Is a very large candle. .I."1'
burns it all services from F.aster eve
until Ascension Thursday, emblemati
of our Iword's life on earth from the
resurrection to the ascension. After
blessing and lighting the paschal est
die. the twelve prophecies from the
Old Testament are sung. After this
the ministers change the violet colored
vestments to those of white and the
veils and hangings of mourning pur¬
ple throughout the church are ex¬
changed for the white of Faster end
ornaments are returned to the altars
The first mass of Kaster is then sung

and the whole service breathes the an¬
ticipation of the morrow. When theservice reaches the point at which theGloria is sunn the hurch hells and
organ, silent since lloiy Thursdav. peaforth in Joyful notes the tidings ofthe corning resurrection.
On the evening of llolj Saturday t *

church is beautifully decorated witli
Kaster flowers and greens, and there in
held the "service of resurrection."
The friars go to the part of the churc'i
in front of the holy sepulcher and then
chant the solemn matins of the resur¬
rection At the conclusion of thi-
ofllce the celebrant and his ministers
nroceed to the holy sepulcher and the
Messed sacrament is brought out in

triumph. In gorgeous procession, atni-l
hymns and the pealing of the organ u
is carried round through th ¦ v ano u

chapels, and finally to the high altar,
where the solemn bene.lt.Hon '?stowed, and the first service of Easter

'STheeEaster Sunday
the custom of those inJ.

hnifsaid in the holy sepulchre e\er> <"

hour from :.:=!« 'VV masT F. said ato'clock a solemn high
gorgeousthe central altar, hr],,, renderedEaster music is ^Vore acon-by the monastery choir

creat ed;sew..?

terv church to pa <

^ s 3ft serviceEaster sacrament. At
u of thein the afternoon the cnanii g

office of compline is
blcssed saesolemn benediction or

rament.
^

If Easter day he bright and sunr'-

public aw filled withThis song service. They »ander throug^«-*il kent grounds and genera

....

21 ,h0..can friars nere
famouspi.grims wl^rCannotg ,p lt,

native home U'" TaV'0cca-l"Ttha.
beautiful elolrte,r. wd cw^jy pu. nmonasters, the g

, j the ,iiurchrectangular '^^ois not allow o;The Franciscan orrt
^ u, materialornament in build^ to fin.lthl"BS,i.. in the development of nature.its outlet in xne

. . loved.which St. fc ran. is
vine-coveredThe courtyard, » ith

^ of riohcistern 111 ^SVh lends' additional charmbeauty, "vihich
h llatory, where th»ito the B.ref; e and cr^tion ".friars take exer. se ann
^ otle ev.inclement w'®thDri'vilege. penetrate thecept by fP55lvategrou^idsof the mon-beautlful Private g

exquigitely keptastery 'rounds which the monksgarden «"'i Bb hind thejr home.have created bellii
to wan.Here the ho > brothers

^der of a bal'">
,h,- songs of theflowers and listen

rome tQ u in flockfbirds, for tne o.
Francis, theaS,th<"rt of"the birds. Here the mock-beloved of the

unrivaled song, anding bird trills h
little brown-here the

.be loved Assisian.frocked brother of
(fe and qui-eases her ,ieart "

ot- this beautifuletude of this holy P
so far rr_memorial of the MOiy
ndaue yetmoved from all things m
fso close to the very heart a «

of this most modern repuouc
world.

i EMMEST 1ICKNELL WILL JOIM HEE HUSEA1 LHEF
Wife of National Director of American Red Cross and Member of Rockefeller Foundation Relief

Commission Plans to Assist Directing the Work in Russia, Poland and Germany.She Pre¬
sents Interesting Facts Concerning Conditions in the Stricken Countries. Will Leave
Washington Early This Month to Join Husband.A Letter From the Concentration Camps
in Holland.The Belgian Refugees Housed and Employed in the Camps.Problems That
Confront the Relief Workers.Conditions in Poland Worse Than in Belgium.Almost Im¬
possible to Get Food Into the Country, and Every Foot of the Ground Has Been Fought Over.
pANT Interesting phases of the at them. A woman sews three days, to arrange with Rumania for the ship- of outside helpers are now engaged InEuropean war and the relief ln r*turn 'or which one member of her ment of grain into Poland. work over there, but they are trained

work rnnr.frt^fi wit* t* or* ^nilly is supplied with one suit of "Every foot of ground in Poland has and experienced in relief work. I re-underwear made by herself. The sur- been fought over, certain sections fer to doctors, nurses and others ofdescribed by Mrs. Ernest P. plus amount of her work goes to other having been crossed six times by the similar professions."Bicknell, wife of the national director needy ones. Underwear is mostly In contending armies. The people there Concerning charges of atrocities made
of thf American Red Cross and member demand. Of course, the soldiers are are far more helpless, too, than are the against the soldiers, Mrs. Bicknell said
of tl - Rockefeller Foundation Kuro- "uPP"*d »"lth clothes, but the non-com- residents of Belgium, because they are she had not heard of any. "Always ator "lie nocicereiier rounnuon *.uro batantn Rre fn nM(1 of appare, There not accustomed to governing them- a time of warfare like this there arepean relief commission. are plenty of wristlets, necklets and selves. Beggars swarm the streets, acts of extreme cruelty, T presume, butMr?. Bicknell, who Is president of anklets on hand, but whole sets of The whole population is almost starv- 1 believe they are sporadic.
the Monday Evening Club, chairman of clothing are desired. ing to death. They have nothing left "The Germans, I understand, have
the houslnir rommlttee of the woman's "The women are also kept busy but potatoes." bfe" .ost kind where they have occu-

.. T. knitting up the immense amount of Mrs. Bicknell believes that the fever pied towns. f*erman> ulll not sell adepartment. National ivic federation, wooj furnished them. But while the situation in Serbia Is worse than the particle of food to go into Poland, butAnd an ardent civic reform worker in women toil, the men in these camps, war itself and says that the mortality Is generously helping them with money,
other organizations, leaves Washington bereft of work, sit And play cards all rfttP extremely high. jS.mnnin ?.i.canearly in April to join and assist her day Ion*. As idleness causes degen- .-The people are suffering terribly anTfoo.^eo ou? of the"r own terriiorvhusband in Europe where he is di ^th^. r.t0¦»^?FSlH«d£K

andGermany
'

* sUult.on^ Is ve^ dreadful because too. I^nderstand.^Jfc Bicknell
ana Germany. ^ wars have been going on there lor so )n the armv* longl The sanitary condition has be-

. . "The Belgian men will not consent come such that fever Is prevalent J* ^"Mr. Bicknell In a recent letter re- to go back to their homes for two rea- throughout the rountrr- ¦An attempt .«rho8e rcmalnlnK at home have noferred to the concentration camps In sons: First, because they believe the ,8.bel»* J"»le 8erbia I have been source of income whatever. FormerlyHolland, and I am particularly anxious country may be fought over again; J"1®®*®" bv Mr Bicknell that the con- they made a livelihood in large oianu-fm vl^it them as soon as I reach Eu- second, because they are of the opin- nf th« Red Cross doctors and Jacturing concerns and by selling their
rope. said Mrs. Bicknell. ion that If Germany retains control of

.
who handle these dangerous

"There are about one million Bel- that country they will be compen- cases Is good. are now closed, and tourists no longerKian refugees in Holland, and they are sated for the loss of their homes, and 9visit there; so they are thrown out ofhoused and employed in these camps, or they want to let them appear as bad- * .employment entirely.
i ather the women are employed in ly damaged as possible. And these Asked whether volunteer relief W. Amerl^ns Ilttl* reaJJwd how
them. The biggest problem which con- seem to be rather good reasons for workers were in demand in urope, ej(fnerg untjl the recent war Touristsfronts the relief workers there at the their objection to commence work on ^*rs- Bicknell replied: bad been in the habit of purchasingpresent time is how to keep the men the rebuilding of their homes. "There is no need whatever for jol- large supplies of lace and other hand-

.... . r-» % j, , unteer workers. A great many people made articles from Switzerland and»»usy. It ts an greater problem Conditions in Poland are very much here think that volunteer service is Italy. Now the residents of Switzer-»nan tne one or rood supply. It is a worse than In Belgium, as far as food surely acceptable at such a time as land are obliged to borrow tremen-"imPie matter to una work for the SUpplies are concerned, because It Is this, but there are so many splendid dously large amounts of money for thew£L"en- , . , 4 . J h1 most imnosKii.if «r#t fnnA intA women over there who have given their upkeep of their army.jThc.? oundatlon installed
T,

^ services gladly during their country's "Holland has more outside children to1,000 sewing machines in these camps, * oland except from the south. IIow- time of great need that no outside help take care of than their own, because»nd th> wumwi b»ve beta .«( to wojk «vei, *u ?lUiuyt i» uvw fa*Ut is required, pI cvurMi i»f§« so ffiauy Jjltlq bfftMKf MSWiMi«l

WIS. ERXEST P.
from their parents and arf sheltered dren and s«»kinn their parents or rela-
inere. The newspapers are filled with tlve«."
aUvsiUBciMCius ^escribing' lose chil- TUe following %ue e&tractfi Xiom an

unofficial letter, dated in Berlin, from
Mr. Bicknell to Miss Mabel T. Board-
man of the executive committee of the
American Red Cross:

"I am delighted to find that our two
American Red Cross Hospital units In
Gemtaiiy are making' an extremely en¬
viable reputation. Their small hos¬
pitals are about thirty <»r forty miles
from the firing line in Poland, and the
result is that a stream of wounded men
in all conditions of neglect pours into
their hospitals day by day. Our sur¬
geons have done so well that it is
now an accepted custom to send them
the most desperate cases for surgical
care. Recently Dr. Spearman, one of
the surgeons at Gleiwitz, performed
successfully the removal of a bullet
from a man's brain, which is regarded
as remarkable in every way.
"Here in Berlin we are informed that

conditions among the population in
that part of Russian l'oland which has
been overrun by fighting during the
last five months are as bad as those
in Belgium, if not worse.
"l'oland is so far in the interior and

so distant from the ordinary sources
of war news that her story has not
l»een given the prominence it is said
to deserve. The (Jerman authorities
here express the greatest anxiety that
we shall go into l'oland and see the
situation ourselves, with a view pos-
sibly to undertaking some measures
of relief.

* *

"We are told that the city of Lodz
and the city of Sosnowice, with its
surrounding industrial population, are
'much of the time without any bread
whatever. The population of Lodz is
about 500,000 and Sosnowice and sur¬

roundings about 300,000. The people
are living on a small supply of pota¬
toes which have been given from the
surrounding farming country, and have
been able to purchase small quantities
of rye flour from the Germany army of
occupation.
"Certain sections of Poland have been

crossed six times by the fighting
armies, as they have moved back and
forth with the varying tides of war.
It seems that the country has been
swept completely clear of horses, cattle
and animals of all kinds, and has al¬
most been denuded of all kinds of
foodstuffs.
"1 have discussed with Prof. Kimle

(secretary of the German Red Cross)
the work and needs of the prisoner*'
bureau, operated at Geneva by (he I»-
tcruuUuual Red Cross cvmroitt^, Early

in the war the International Red Cross
committee sent a request to the Red
Cross societies in the countries involv¬
ed in the war, asking them to con¬
tribute to the support of this bureau.
The German Red Cross contributed
5,000 marks.
"The theory of the prisoners' bureau

is that each country engaged in war
will send weekly a list of all the
prisoners It has taken during the preceding week. The prisoners' bureau
is expected to receive these lists, to
properly enter and classify them and
to send lists to the countries fromwhich the prisoners were taken. ThusGermany, each week, would send a listof all the prisoners taken that weekfrom all of its enemy's forces. Theprisoners* bureau would then be ex¬pected to send to Russia a list of Rus¬sian prisoners taken l»y Germany, toFrance a list of the French prisoners,and so on."
Mrs. Bicknell has no idea how longshe will remain in Europe helping herhusband, but thinks, in all probability,she will be there until the war is over,as the Rockefeller Foundation feelsthat Mr. Bicknell should remain thereuntil that time. She will place her twochildren in a school in Switzerland.

Bad Language.
Thomas a. edison on his sxty-

? ighth birthday s;iid to a reporter:
"The result of this war will be a «ier-

man republic that In fifty years wili forge
ahead of all of us."
The reporter, impressed by Mr. Edison's

war knowledge, asked:
"What language do the Belgians use-Walloon, French, German?"
"Humph," said Mr. Edison. "I knowwell what language I'd use if I were aBelgian."

Cheek.
A YOUNG song writer whose incom#

is $125,000 a year was talking in
New York about a plagiarist.
"The duffer was pretty cheeky to

plagiarize my song like that. And theu
to try and sell it to my publishing
house! Why, it's like the sign stealer.
"A thief stole a dry goods sign. 'John

Smith, dry goods and notions, 27 Pea¬
nut street.' Then the next day he turn¬
ed up at Smith's with the sign under
his arm and wanted to dispose of it.
" *1 thought, Mr. Smith,* he said, 'that

It would be more useful to you than
anjbody *)«*.'"


